A Continual Remembrance. Letters Wright, 1967, pp. x, 110, illus., 25s. Od. Milestones in Midwifery is a history of obstetrics from the earliest times up to the nineteenth century. It is full of accurate details, but not so full that the absorbing narrative is lost. It will help most people who have a smattering of knowledge of the subject to piece their mental pictures together and correct their chronology.
After summarizing the history of midwifery before the first printed textbook on the subject appeared in 1513, the author takes us through the succeeding centuries and traces progress by reference to the printed books as they appeared, and to teachers who were outstanding. The descriptions are of people, and what they did and wrote, and the whole makes up a fascinating story.
Here and there the author compares or contrasts the methods described with those accepted at the present time, and it is evident that he is an experienced obstetrician, a fact which adds to the value of the book and puts him in sympathy with the modern reader.
I have only found two historical errors; James Young Simpson's other assistant when he tried chloroform with Matthews Duncan was George Skene Keith, not his younger brother Thomas, as stated on page 81; and of course in the British Isles the first maternity hospitals were the Rotunda Hospital in Dublin and the British Lying-in Hospital in Brownlow Street, London. 204 
